
 

 

 

 

GSAL Bursary Policy 
 

 

 

Rationale for the Policy:  
 
 
 Policy aim:                         

This policy explains how the school’s means-tested 
bursaries are made available for external candidates 
joining GSAL Senior School in Year 7 and 12. 
 

 

Author: 
 
Agreed and Authorised by: 
 
 
Date agreed: 
 
 

Alice Gibbons, Admissions Manager 
 
External Relations Committee and GSAL SLT 
 
 
August 2023 
 
 

 

Date of review: 
 
Dates of interim 
amendments/updates: 
 

August 2024 

 

Category: 
 
Circulation and publication: 

Internal/External 
 
All staff/parents/visitors 
 

 

 

 

 

  



    

1 
 

The Grammar School at Leeds 
Bursary Policy 2023-24 
 

 
1. This policy has been developed in accordance with the FREDIE principles of; Fairness, Respect, Equality, 

Diversity, Inclusion and Engagement as part the National Centre for Diversity’s framework.  
 

2. The Grammar School at Leeds (the “school”) is committed to providing financial support for 
academically talented children from low income backgrounds through means-tested bursaries. The 
school does not make financial awards solely on the basis of academic ability; instead it seeks to direct 
bursary funds to those families most in need, to allow their child to fulfil his/her academic potential. 
However, the Principal reserves the right to exercise discretion in exceptional circumstances. 

  
3. On average, more than £1m per annum is spent supporting over 80 children with means-tested 

bursaries, which range in value from 100% to 5% of the full fee, depending on the family’s financial 
circumstances. A small number of bursaries are awarded each year to families whose net assets are less 
than £70k per annum, which takes into account household income and savings. All bursaries are funded 
from donors, charities, trusts, foundations and school funds and as a full bursary is worth more than 
£120k [over 7 years] a rigorous process is in place to identify which families should be awarded 
bursaries. 

 
Eligible pupils 
 

4. The school’s means-tested bursaries are available for external candidates joining our Senior School in 
Year 7 and Year 12. 
 

5. As our funds are limited priority is given to pupils who are UK residents or who have the right to remain. 
 

6. Demand for bursaries is high, with typically 10 applications for every bursary place. 
 

7. A bursary application will only be successful if both of these criteria are met: 
 

• The child is of exceptional academic ability, as demonstrated by their performance in the 
bursary exam and entrance exams (Year 7) or their GCSE grades (Year 12) and 

• It is proven that the family is in financial need. 
 

Academic criteria for Year 7 candidates 
 

8. As a general rule a pupil ‘meeting the expected standard in reading, writing and maths’ should be able 
to pass the entrance exam for Year 7, however, our bursary pupils are typically achieving at a ‘higher 
standard in reading, writing and maths’.  
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should have a meeting with the independent assessors to verify their financial eligibility. The 
independent company will meet with the families we are considering for a bursary. 

 
Stage 4 –family meeting with the Principal or Vice Principal 
 
18. Following the receipt of their report the Principal or Vice Principal (Senior School) will meet with the 

families.  
 
 Stage 5 – offer 
 
19. We will rank the candidates according to their performance in the bursary examination and the main 

entrance examination, taking into account their school report, interview performance and financial 
report and the feedback from the meeting with the Principal or Vice Principal (Senior School). The 
highest ranked candidates will receive an offer. 

 
Timeline for Year 7 bursary candidates for September 2024 entry 

 
Date  Activity  
30 September 2023 Closing date for submission of Year 7 bursary application form  
2 November 2023 Year 7 bursary examination 
Friday 19 January 2024 Main entrance examination 

Saturday 20 January 2024 Entrance interviews  
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Academic criteria for Year 12 candidates 
 

20. External candidates looking for entry into Year 12 need to achieve a minimum of the equivalent of 6 
GCSEs at grade 6 or above. As our bursaries are oversubscribed we prioritise support for those 
candidates who are predicted to achieve mainly 7+ grades, in addition many A-level subjects have 
specific entry requirements. Any bursary offer is subject to a home visit and interview by an 
independent company to verify eligibility for financial support and a meeting with the Principal or Vice 
Principal. 

 
Assessment process for Year 12 bursary applications 
 
Stage 1 –entrance examination 
 
21.  All Year 12 candidates will be invited to attend our Year 12 entrance examination on Saturday 20 

January 2024. The examination will cover maths and English. The results of this examination, in addition 
to the school report previously provided by the family, will be used to create pupil rankings and the 
highest performing pupils will be invited to continue with their bursary applications and attend the 
interviews held in February 2024.  

 
Stage 2 – school reference and interview 
 

22.  The 
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Timeline for Year 12 bursary candidates for September 2024 entry 

Date  Activity  
31 December 202


